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Summary of Projects Recommended for Access & Habitat Funding 
 

The Access and Habitat (A&H) Board (Board) met July 14, 2020 via teleconference to review 
projects recommended for funding by A&H Regional Councils (Councils).  A project must 
receive at least four supporting votes from the Board to be recommended for funding.  A brief 
description of the funding requested, access and habitat benefits provided, as well as Council and 
Board votes follows.  The Board recommends funding the following six projects: 
 
2020-04 Coyote Peak Access Area          

• A&H Funds: $35,721($7,144 per year) 
• Cost Per Acre: $1.80 per year  
• Cooperator Funds: $2,500 ($500 per year) 
• Total Project Cost: $38,221  
• Applicant: Mike Trindle  
• Location: Lookout Mountain Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres: 3,969 on a “Welcome to Hunt” basis 
• Access Duration: August 2020 - January 2025 
• Council Vote: Yes: 7; No: 0 
• Board Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0 

 

This is a new project with the A&H Program.  The project proposes to pay Trindle Family Trust 
$1.80/acre for “Welcome to Hunt” access on 3,969 acres of private land in the Lookout 
Mountain Wildlife Management Unit for a period of 5 years to hunt upland game birds, big game 
and predators.  Coyote Peak Access Area will enhance access to adjacent A&H program lands 
(Virtue Flat Access Area & Lone Pine Mountain Access Area) and 10,848 acres of Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) lands.  The Lookout Mountain Unit has the highest priority to 
increase public hunting access for the ODFW Baker Wildlife District staff.  Additionally, the 
project will assist the Wildlife District in addressing elk damage occurring on surrounding 
private lands by providing public hunting access.  This project will assist ODFW’s efforts to 
utilize hunters to address elk damage in the unit.   
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2020-08 Lone Pine Mountain Access Area         
 

• A&H Funds: $23,535 ($4,707 per year) 
• Cost per Acre: $1.80 per year 
• Cooperator Funds: $2,500 ($500 per year) 
• Total Project Cost: $26,035  
• Applicant: Larry and Rochelle Morris 
• Location: Lookout Mountain Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres: 2,615 on a “Welcome to Hunt” basis  
• Project Duration: August 2020-January 2025 
• Council Vote Yes: 7; No: 0 
• Board Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0 

 
This is a new project that intends to pay Larry & Rochelle Morris $1.80/acre for “Welcome to 
Hunt” access on 2,615 acres of private land in the Lookout Mountain Wildlife Management Unit 
for a period of 5 years to hunt upland game birds, big game and predators.  This project will 
enhance access to adjacent A&H program lands (Virtue Flat Access Area & Coyote Peak Access 
Area) and 10,848 acres of BLM lands. Again, like the Coyote Peak project, the project will assist 
the Baker Wildlife District in addressing elk damage occurring on surrounding private lands by 
providing public hunting access.  The highest priority for ODFW’s Baker Wildlife District staff 
is to increase public hunting access in the Lookout Mountain Unit.     
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2020-05 Desolation Creek LLC Access Area          

• A&H Funds: $161,280 ($32,256 per year) 
• Cost per Acre: $2.40 per year 
• Cooperator Funds: $273,180 ($54,636 per year) 
• Total Project Cost: $434,460 
• Applicant: Desolation Creek LLC. 
• Location: Desolation Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres: 13,440 on a “Welcome to Hunt” basis  
• Project Duration: August 2020-July 2025 
• Council Vote Yes: 7; No: 0 
• Board Vote: Yes: 5; No: 0 

 
This is a continuation of a project that has been in place since 2017.  The project proposes to pay 
Desolation Creek LLC. $2.40/acre for year-round “Welcome to Hunt” access on 13,440 acres of 
private land in the Desolation Wildlife Management Unit for a period of five years to hunt big 
game and upland game birds.  The access area is 100% surrounded by Umatilla National Forest 
lands allowing movement of wildlife to and from the access area and the National Forest.  The 
project area is a high priority for hunter access for ODFW’s Grant Wildlife District. Cooperator 
funds include a Natural Resource Manager to patrol area, post signs, complete road and travel 
management maintenance, and interact with public. 
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2020-06 Desolation Creek LLC Open Fields Habitat       
 

• A&H Funds: $153,351 
• Cost Per Acre of Habitat Improvement: ~$359  
• Cooperator Funds: $1,148,256  
• Total Project Cost: $1,301,607  
• Applicant: Desolation Creek LLC.  
• Location: Desolation Wildlife Management Unit 
• Habitat Improvement Acres: 426 
• Project Duration: 3 Years:  July 2020 - March 2023 
• Cooperators: Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation and the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service  
• Council Vote: Yes: 7; No: 0 
• Board Vote: Yes: 5; No: 1 

 

This grant request is for the continuation of a habitat project constructing shaded fuel breaks 
around the southern half of the Desolation Creek LLC Access Area.  A total of 287 acres of fuel 
break along seven miles of road has been constructed so far, of which 57 acres have been 
masticated (reduced to composted like material).  The proposed project would masticate the 
remaining 230 acres of the shaded fuel break, and treat an additional 196 acres of new fuel break 
and associated thinning.  The proposed treatment will help to protect against fire entering/leaving 
the property from/onto adjacent USFS lands.  The project is not expected to generate any net 
profit from the sale of logs from the thinning.  

There is extensive habitat enhancement work being conducted and having been completed on the 
Desolation Creek LLC property.  A shaded fuel break and incorporated thinning treatments will 
help protect these investments, including a multi-million-dollar stream restoration project that is 
now underway on Desolation Creek by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation (CTUIR).  Funding for this effort has been provided the CTUIR and other habitat 
restoration groups including the NRCS through the Conservation Stewardship Program, OWEB, 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and Patagonia.    

The A&H Board voted five “Yes” and one “No”.  The board member who voted “No” had 
concerns over the scope of the design and total cost from all sources for the project. 
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Map of Desolation Creek LLC Access Area  
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2020-07 Heppner Regulated Hunt Area (RHA)          
 

• A&H Funds: $475,488, ($95,098 per year) 
• Cost per Acre: $2.40 per year 
• Cooperator Funds: $57,000  
• Total Project Cost: $514,488  
• Applicant: Steve Cherry, ODFW, on behalf of the cooperators 
• Location: Heppner and Fossil Wildlife Management Units 
• Access Acres: 39,624 on a “Welcome to Hunt” basis  
• Project Duration: August 2020-July 2025 
• Council Vote Yes: 7; No: 0 
• Board Vote: Yes: 6; No: 0 

 
This is a continuation of a long running project; the Heppner Regulated Hunt Area has existed in 
various forms for 53 years.  The Heppner RHA will provide year-round public hunting access on 
39,624 acres of private land (5 landowners) by operating a cooperative hunting program.  The 
project proposal is to continue that “Welcome to Hunt” program.  The A&H request is to fund 
the access project at $2.40 per acre, for five years, the 2020-2025 seasons.  The RHA is an 
extremely popular, highly publicized, and very well used hunting area.  In 2020 alone, the RHA 
provided access to an estimated 952 hunters who spent 3,980 use days on the project area.   
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Map of Heppner Regulated Hunt Area 
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2020-09 Fort Rock Access Area (Open Fields)          
 

• A&H Funds: $40,020, ($12,840 per year + $1,500 for road survey) 
• Cost per Acre: $0.50 per year 
• Cooperator Funds: $68,410  
• Total Project Cost: $108,430  
• Applicant: Ecotrust Forests III, LLC. 
• Location: Fort Rock Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres: 25,680 on a “Welcome to Hunt” basis  
• Project Duration: September 2020-March 2023 
• Cooperators: Oregon Hunters Association, Lake County Umbrella Watershed Council, 

ODFW MDI, and National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
• Council Vote: No quorum available 
• Board Vote: Yes: 6; No: 0 

 
This new project proposes to provide “Welcome to Hunt” hunter access for 3 years to the entire 
EFM Fort Rock ownership (25,680 acres) and cover expenses ($1,500) to inventory the road 
network for planning in advance of closing approximately half of the existing road miles.  The 
Fort Rock Access Area is within the Fremont-Winema National Forest.  Oregon Hunters 
Association (OHA) fenced springs and creeks to enhance riparian and wetted habitat conditions 
for mule deer and other wildlife.  Another $67,000 has been committed by project partners for 
additional buck and pole fencing for 2020-21, with additional volunteer commitment from OHA. 
 
Road closures are planned after determination of unneeded roads.  There are currently over 351 
miles of road on the property (9 miles of road/square mile).  The preliminary objective is to 
reduce by half the number of road miles. 
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Map of Fort Rock Access Area 

 


